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IN REPLY to a query from
the Forum, Reader Robert D.
L. Gardiner, penned an em-
phatic *'No!" to the sugges-
tion by Robert Moses that
Gardiner's Island be acquired
as a Boy Scout domain.
Wrote Mr. Gardiner, in part:
''Bob Moses remarks were
blown up out of all propor-
tion. He is a friend of mine
and I admire him. No, the
Island is in no imminent dan-
ger of changing hands.

''I like the Boy Scout move-
ment, it does a lot of good
combatting juvenile delin-

quency and making fine citi-

zens out of boys. However,
Camp sites are available that
have not the historic and orn-
ithological interest of Gard-
iner's Island, i.e. Carman's
River. I have had Scouts
camping at Sagtikos (Mr.
Gardiner's other historic

manor at Bay Shore) for
years.

^'Gardiner's Island is the
only Charles I Manorial Grant
intact in North America to-

day. It has the largest collec-

tion of ospreys in the world
in one place, and probably the

largest virgin white oak for-

est left on the Atlantic Sea
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The Present Georgian Mansion On Gardiner's Island

board. Of course, these assets

should be preserved- I think
the Scouts need a park that is

more accessable and not nec-

essarily of historic interest.

"I have just restored the
old mill on the Island. The
gears and stone bearings in

the virgin oak blocks are all in

working order now and the
four vanes made by the estate

carpenter 200 years ago re-

placed. I have done some land-
scaping in front of the Manor
House,A Georgian brick man-
sion is not necessary for

Scouting, nor the fascinating
carpenter's shop of the early

1600s and the blacksmith
shop, the salt box overseer's

or "t'other" house with prison
cell attached, a checker board
in the floor.

**I value my heritage. We
are in our fourth century of

ownership. We finished our
third century in 1939. It is the
first English settlement in

New York, before Southold
and Southampton. The only
authenticated place where
Kidd's treasure was recovered
in 1699, I have the inventory
and receipt from the Crown,
William and Mary.

''Speaking of William and
Mary, Williamsburg, Va. was
called after them. We were

third generation Americans
then. The Island is much older
than Williamsburg. I hope
you are satisfied that I love
the Island and its history. The
present Queen, Elizabeth II,

has the duplicate list of the
jewels recovered from Gard-
iner's Island. My Aunt, Julia,

born on the Island, became a

First Lady at 23, younger
than Jackie Kennedy."

It would appear that the
**Lordship and Manor of Gar-
diner's Island" will remain
just that for awhile. Bob
Moses had better watch out.

As we recall, Lord Bob has
the never rescinded right of

decapitation for certain of-

fenses on the Island. CAS
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The VIGIL — Once A Schooner-Yacht

Remember The VIGIL?

Perhaps some readers can assist

John C. Sorosick of Oyster Bay.

in his quest for information about

the 70-year-old one-time schooner

yacht VIGIL. He purchased the

vessel in partnership with Ronald
Ackman of East Norwich last fall.

The owners, together with three

other companions, sailed the

plumb-stemmed, pot-belly-heated

oldster south to Palm Beach. The
boat was driven by a "beautifully

performing, ton-weight, 40 hp.

Lathrop engine."

The VIGIL was sold but its

owners, looking back on their

eventful voyage aboard her,

would like to know something
more about her long career. Mr.

Sorosick already knows quite a

bit: all the vital statistics; that

she was built by James M. Bayles

& Son, Port Jefferson, and
launched November 18. 1893; that

her first owner was Marshall E.

Morris of Bridgeport; that her
first master was Marcus H. Fer-

mer, followed by Charles J. Nash,

Peter Hammerberg and Francis

W. Wilson each of whom were
issued licenses at Bridgeport. The
first three skippers served Mr.
Morris but when Wilson captain-

ed the craft she was owned by
the Andrew Radel Oyster Co.., of

South Norwalk.

The Radel firm seems to have
owned the VIGIL from just after

the turn of the century until 1962

when she was acquired by John
Sundberg of Bayville, according

to Custom House records. How-
ever there may have been other

owners. One of the former skipp-

ers, owners or crew members
probably can add much to the

legend of the Vigil.
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c4 Queens Qounty T^atriot^
The rarest thing in Queens

County in 1775 was a patriot.

While Suffolk County was
known as a hotbed of insur-

rection and her New England
influenced inhabitants fiery

advocates of rebellion, the
citizens of Queens took pride
in their staunch loyalty to the
Crown- Of the few wno dared
the wrath of their less pat-
riotic neighbors and took up
arms in rebellion, most were
quick to accept the King's
mercy after Long Island fell

to General Howe. Governor
Tryon reported to the British

Commander a few days after
the Battle at Brooklyn
Heights that he had adminis-
tered the Oath of Allegiance
to the hundreds of members
of the Queens County militia

and others were flocking in

every day to avail themselves
of the amnesty. Few dared to

forsake all and flee to the
American lines to carry on
the fight. One man who did
was Jonathan Lawrence.

The colonial period in New
York saw the Lawrence fam-
ily as one of the most influen-

tial and respected groups in

the colony. Involved in ship-

ping, politics and merchantile
interests, the Lawrences
stand with the Livingstons,
Van Cortlandts and Lloyds as
important factors in the af-

fairs of early New York. To
such a family, Jonathan was
born on October 4, 1737.

After a preliminary educa-
tion, the young man was set

to work in the ofl^ces of the
House of Murray, Watson and
Lawrence; the Lawrence be-

ing his elder brother, John.
As he matured in age and
wisdom, his employers sent
him to Europe and the West
Indies as a purchasing agent
for the firm. Taken from the
provincial setting of New
York, Jonathan now became a
man of the world visiting the
capital cities of some of the
largest countries representing
Murray, Watson and Law-

Paul Olinkieivicz

Jonathan Lawrence

rence. His able work and
knowledge of shipping and
merchandising caused his en-

trance into the firm as a full

partner.
Having established him-

self as a man of means, Jona-
than took the long delayed
step of matrimony. In 1766 he
married Judith Fish, daugh-
ter of Nathaniel Fish of New-
town, a neighbor of the Law-
rences. Judith's sister, Eliza-

beth, married Thomas Law-
rence, brother of Jonathan,
tying closer the bonds con-
necting these two families. At
the time of their marriage,
Judith was 16 and Jonathan
was 29. The following year,

1767, Judith died in child-

birth but not before Jonathan
Junior's arrival. A few years
later, he remarried, this time
Ruth Riker, daughter of An-
drew Riker, another Law-
rence neighbor back home in

Newtown.
In 1772, because of wise

investments and a large in-

heritance, Jonathan retired

from business and assumed
the role of a gentleman farm-
er. The year previous he had
purchased the estate and
farmlands at Hellgate which
had belonged to his great
grandfather, Thomas Law-
rence. (One of the original

purchasers of Newtown in

1656, he had been appointed
Commander of the Queens
County militia by Governor
Jacob Leisler in 1689) In the
same year as his retirement,
the young landowner was
commissioned a Captain in

the Provincial Militia, a royal
appointment. His position in
the militia made his name
well known to his neighbors
and he was chosen by them on
December 10, 1774 to mem-
bership on the Newtown Com-
mittee of Correspondence to
effectively protest the Intoler-
able Acts aimed at Boston. As
a committeeman, he declared
allegiance to the Crown but
made an effective show of
token opposition to Royal
policy.

The first meeting of the
New York Provincial Con-
gress was called to meet on
May 29, 1775 to vigorously
pursue colonial demands ag-
ainst English rule. On May
22, 1775, Lawrence was elect-

ed as a delegate to that body,
representing Queens County.
He and other members of the
Queens delegation were re-

fused a vote by the Congress
because they were chosen by
a minority of the electorate.

They were permitted to make
suggestions and their wisdom
was to be called upon by the
other members but they could
not determine policy for a
district that refused to carry
out the resolves of Congress,
(At this time an extralegal
organization). He returned
to Newtown to head a com-
mittee of patriots determined
to see the policies of this Con-
gress carried out.

Before he could effect-

ively perform this duty, he
accepted an appointment
from the Congress to be a

member of the Committee for
the Erection of Fortifications

in the Highlands (1775)

This organization was en-

trusted with the job of forti-

fying the Hudson River in
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event of attack, a recommend-
ation from Washington to the

New Yorkers. Also, in prep-
aration for a British move-
ment against New York,
Brooklyn was fortified along
with the city itself and the
militia of the colony was
organized into an effective

fighting force. In the shakeup,
the Queens militia and the
Suffolk militia were merged
into one group and placed
under the command of Gen-
eral Nathaniel Woodhull,
president of the Provincial
Congress. Jonathan Law-
rence accepted the appoint-
ment of Brigade Major in

this group.
In this capacity, Lawrence

was expected to carry out the
duties of both Adjutant and
Quartermaster. On July 13,

1776, with General Howe sit-

ting on the doorstep, the Con-
gress ordered the delivery of

10,000 loaded cartridges and
1,000 musket flints to the
militia of Long Island to be
placed under the care of Ma-
jor Lawrence. As a further
precaution against an enemy
attack, Washington recom-
mended the removal of all the
livestock from Long Island.

In this way, the enemy would
be deprived of needed food-
stuffs which would be at

their disposal in the event of
a victory over the Americans.
As a result, Woodhull was

granted a leave of absence
from the chair of Congress to

accept the responsibility of

carrying out this recommend-
ation. When General Greene
ordered the Long Island mili-

tia to the trenches at Brook-
lyn, Woodhull found himself
short of the necessary number
of men to complete this task.

Soon after sending Lawrence
to confront Washington at

Harlem in an effort to gain
more support for the removal
of the stock, the Mastic Gen-
eral was captured by British
reconnaissance forces at Jam-
aica and died soon after of the
wounds he received while
surrendering. Lawrence, by
this trick of fate, was spared
to fight again.

On August 30, 1776, when
it became necessary for
Washington to retreat from
Brooklyn, Major Lawrence
was placed in charge of im-
pressing the proper wagons,
provisions and boats neces-
sary for the removal of hie

regiment from the Island.

Congress voted 100 Pounds
for this undertaking- The fact

that Lawrence completed this

task is evident because of the
fact that the Long Island regi-

ment was removed almost in-

tact from the battlefield. At
New Rochelle the army dis-

banded and many of the mili-

tia voted to return home.
Those that elected to stay
joined the Continental Army
or took up residence within
the American lines. Lawrence
chose the latter course and
established residence at
Rhinebeck, Dutchess County,
New York. A short time later

he was joined by his wife and
their five children, they hav-
ing abandoned the house and
grounds at Nevrtown to the
British, making their escape
while the enemy oflScers were
eating a meal prepared by
Mrs. Lawrence. After 1776,
the Major continued in atten-

dance at the Provincial Con-
gress, being the only member
representing Queens County.
With the adoption of the

State Constitution in 1777,
Lawrence was appointed a

senator, representing the
enemy - controlled Southern
District of the state until it

was possible for the electorate

to choose their own congress-
men. For the Major, it was
only a change of title, from
delegate to senator. He served
in this capacity until 1783
when the duly elected mem-
bers took their seats.

No state official in the
Senate at this time could
claim a more distinguished re-

cord than Jonathan Law-
rence. In 1777, he was a mem-
ber of the committee formed
to explore the possibilities of
obtaining salt from the nat-
ural salt springs of the Mo-
hawk Valley. This committee
was aided by friendly Oneida
Indians and found that salt

could be taken from these
springs for use by the troops
of the state. From 1777 until

1779 he served on the comm-
ittee formed to explore lead
and sulpher mines in the state
and decide if these resources
could be put to effective use
for the manufacture of pow-
der and ball. Factories were
erected to accomplish this

end; a result of the explora-
tions of Lawrence and his
fellow committeemen. In 1778
he effectively served as amem-
ber of a group formed to fill

the ranks of the five New
York Regiments fighting with
Washington's Continental Ar-
my.
From 1779 until 1782, Law-

rence had the honor of serv-
ing on the Committee of Ap-
pointment under Governor
Clinton. According to the
Constitution of 1777, the Gov-
ernor had no veto power but
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was a member of a committee
made up of congressmen and
judges, with the power to de-

cide and approve appoint-
ments to government posi-

tions. The most distinguished
members of Congress sat

with this group and Law-
rence's appointment to it is a
testimonial of the admiration
of his fellow politicians.

In 1780 he served on the
Committee of Forfeiture of
Loyalist Estates for the
Southern District of New
York. This group decided the
fate of the property of some
of the State's most noted and
influential Loyalists, includ-

ing that of the DeLancey fam-
ily. In the same year, he was
chosen head commissioner to

raise hard money in order to

back up the paper bills of

credit issued by the State to
finance the war. He was also

a member of the Committee
of Sequestration for Dutch-
ess County which seized all

Loyalist property in that area
for non-payment of back tax-

es and debts owed the State.

In addition to his able ser-

vice as a legislator, the Major
was called upon to command
the volunteers from the State
of New York in the siege of

Newport, Rhode Island, in

1778- The plan was to take
Nev^ort by a land and sea

attack on the garrison sta-

tioned there. Admiral
d'Estaing was to take an
American Army with the
French fleet and land them at
Newport at the same time
that General Sullivan attack-
ed by land. The French fleet

picked up Lawrence and his

volunteers at Black Point,
New Jersey, on July 20, 1778.

Aboard the 74 gun "L'Hec-
tor" under Captain Mories,
the New York Volunteers set

out for Newport and made
their landing on August 6,

1778. Three days later, they
re-embarked on the **L' Hec-
tor" when Admiral d'Estaing
panicked at the sudden ap-
pearance of Admiral Richard
Howe's fleet.

Sullivan was left to save
his army as best he could,
(Fortunately, he was able to
do so with little difficulty).

The French fleet, in order to
leave Newport harbor as soon
as possible was forced to run
the gauntlet between Howe's
fleet in the harbor's mouth
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and the British shore batter-
ies. During the breakthrough
to the high seas, Lawrence set

about manning a cannon and,
a few moments after the fight

began, was covered by blood
and body fragments. A man
at the next cannon was dash-
ed by a cannonball.

After serving his country
and cause both in military
capacity and in a political

capacity, Jonathan Law-
rence returned home to New-
town at the Declaration of
Peace. The scene awaiting the
family was not a happy one.

The land was stripped, the
stock and furniture destroyed
and the house ravaged- The
home was rebuilt and the
land re-cultivated and, throu-
gh investment and specula-
tion in soldier's bounty lands,
the family fortune was soon
re-established. As many of
his contemporaries did, the
Major joined the Society of
the Cincinnatti, made up of
officers of the American Ar-
my. In 1786, he returned to
the State legislature where
he again served with distinc-

tion. Because of his active
affiliation with the Federalist
Party, he was rewarded by
President Adams with a posi-
tion as Warden of the Port of
New York City. (1800)

Jonathan Lawrence re-en-
tered public life in 1808 when
he actively campaigned for
election of his friend and fel-

low Federalist, George Clin-
ton, to the Presidency. De-
spite his active part in the el-

ection, Clinton lost to James
Madison. On September 4,

1812, Lawrence died and was
laid to rest in the family cem-
etery at Newtown. He did not
see his beloved country de-
feat the English Lion for a

second time nor did he sur-
vive to ruin his patriotic re-

cord by being present at the
Hartford Convention of 1814,
where the last-ditch Federal-
ists proposed New England's
secession from the Union. It

does not seem possible that
Jonathan Lawrence would
have tolerated any activity to
split the young nation apart,
for he was a Queens County
patriot.
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cArtificial "^ogs of "heliport "^ay
An old chart of the islands

of Bellport Bay, roughly ink-
ed on the back of a piece of
oilcloth, was found recently
by Mrs- Russell Norwood Jr.,

daughter of the late Capt.
Wilbur A. Corwin of Bellport.
This chart was made by her
grandfather, Capt. Wilbur R.
Corwin, probably before 1900,
because it shows the old Bell-
port Gun Club on its original
site on Quanch Island. It also
shows many bogs and islands
which existed at that time,
the names of which have long
been forgotten.

The old chart, together
with the Camp Record of the
Bellport Gun Club, loaned to
me through the courtesy of
Mrs. Norwood, now make it

possible to spot the locations
of many famous old gunning
points, and to tell the story of
how the old time gunners
fared on them.

'^October 7, 1899, wind
Northeast, very light; W. H.
Gunther, (President of the
Valentine Varnish Company)
41 Blackduck and 2 Pintail on
Joe Carmans Bog-" The old
chart shows this bog as lying
on a line between Gull Bar
Bogs and the south end of
Little Ridge — about a quart-
er of a mile west of the pre-
sent Old Inlet channel.

On the same day, Charles
R. Flint killed 39 Blackduck
and 2 Pintail, on Flint Island,
which lay almost due north of
the Northeast Point of Big
Ridge. To digress for a mo-
ment : Mr. Flint at that time
was known as the Rubber
King and Copper Magnate of
Wall Street. Capt. Wilbur, in
one of his letters, described
shooting with Flint as a boy.

This was probably about
1895. ''I was told not to talk to
him, because he did not want
to talk with a guide. Also that
he wanted to do all the shoot-
ing, so I took no gun with me,
while Mr. Flint took three —
a 12, a 10 and an 8 bore. He

was a good shot, and soon had
some ducks down and three
cripples. I went out, and by
hard pushing and well direct-
ed shoving oar, soon rounded
up the cripples and brought
them in. He said, 'You are
good with an oar, but why
didn't you shoot those cripples
over?' I answered that I had
been told he would do all the
shooting, and so I had brought
no gun.

*'He directed me to pull my
puntie in beside him, and
handed me his beautiful Scott
12 gauge, saying, 'Now you
call NOW when they are
right, and when I miss one,
you get him.' I have seen him
shoot with three guns in his
puntie, the smallest first, a 12
gauge ; next a 10 gauge, then
an 8 bore, killing with all

three — dropping the fired
gun across his lap and picking
up the next in order. He was
GOOD, and I have had the
opportunity to observe a
goodly number of the best, in
my time.''

Charles R. Flint and Eliot
A. Ranney bought the Chilean
Navy and sold it outright to
the Japanese during the Rus-
sian-Japanese War — while
at the same time they shipped
bombs to Russia, through the
Mediterranean from their
factory in Maine. These
bombs, shipped on Gloucester
fishing schooners, were fired

on by a Japanese gunboat.
They were called a harmless
fleet of British fishing schoon-
ers, because they were flying
the British flag to get past
Gibraltar, but had they been
British fishing vessels at that
time, Great Britain would
have blown that Japanese
gunboat out of the water. The
sailing fleet had a good wind,
however, and so got away un-
hurt, (smart Yanks again)
but those Wall Street men
made a pretty penny out of
their deals.

To get back to the bogs ; on
October 9, again under mild
weather conditions, Sidney
Dillon Ripley, Secretary &
Treasurer of the Equitable
Life Insurance Company, kill-

ed 31 Blackduck, 1 Pintail and
3 '^English" Snipe, on a bog
called Lefferts Island which
lay off the northeast end of
West Bog.

There is an interesting en-
try in the old camp record for
November 11, 1910: '*Wind
N. W.; Uncle Dan Petty of
Bellport age 78 years killed
10 Broadbill with 10 shells at
a place called Hallock's Nook."
The chart does not show the
location of Hallock's Nook,
but it was a hole of deeper
water, near the meadow
shore.

There are also several en-
tries mentioning a Teal Point
Island. For instance, on Nov-
ember 21, 1911, with a north
wind, Clarence Vose, retired
member of the board of man-
agers of the Standard Oil
Company, and a good sports-
man, killed 7 Blackduck there.
This point, too, is not shown,
but by the process of deduc-
tion, I am inclined to believe
it may have been one of tho
small islands off the east side
of Big Ridge, which are now
known as the Bob Petty Bogs

Another bog, the name of
which would now be lost were
it not for the camp record,
was Doctors Bog which lay to
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the north of Little Rid^e.

Here W. H. Gunther killed 6

Blackduck and 3 Broadbill, on
November 14, 1899. Two more
bogs which scored well, sixty

or more years ago, were Car-

rolls Island, on the edge of the

flats north of Big Ridge, and
Rogers Island, northwest of

West Bog. Meserole Bog,

about which I wrote in a pre-

vious article, shows consis-

tently low scores until Octo-

ber 26, 1900, when H. A. Man-
deville, famous New York
surgeon, gunned it to the tune
of 30 Blackduck.

The Corwin oilcloth chart

shows two islands just south

of the present Bob Petty

Bogs. They are called Brand-
reth Island and Mandeville

Island. But there is no men-
tion of them in the camp re-

cord. Brandreth, of course, is

the name of the famous pills

of a former generation, the

family having owned a beau-
tiful home overlooking Bell-

port Bay. The old ^^Brandreth

house", (known later as "The
Lloyd", when it was adjunct

to the Goldthwaite Inn) sad

to say, was torn down last

year.

There are only three en-

tries for Shelldrake Bog, a

small island which lay half

way between the south east

point of Big Ridge and Uncle
Dan Petty Bog, and which
disappeared a few years ago.

It never enjoyed much of a

reputation in my time j it lived

up to its name, at any rate,

in the old days, because on

November 14, 1920, one J.

Gordon Cot had just one
bhelldrake to show for his

efforts.

A touch of the comic comes
in 1912, where we see that E-

L. Cramer on West Bog "shot

1 fish". Whether he meant a

piscatorial fish or a flying fish,

(i.e. Shelldrake) we will

never know.

Also in 1912, we meet with
a true wanderer, or experi-

menter in the gunning line —
J. Forgie (James Forgie,

structural engineer of the

firm Jacobs, Davies & Forgie,

engineers for the Hudson
Tubes and Terminal Build-

ing). The entry states: "J,

Forgie, all over the hogs, 1

Blackduck, 1 Broadbill."

One could go on through
the pages of the camp record

and cull out the fabric for a
gunning age never to be seen
again. But time precludes,

and we will skip to the Octo-

ber 30, 1922 entry, where I

find the names of my father

and myself. Place, Goose
Point, — bag, none- But no-

body else got any birds that
day either. In fact, the high-

est score for that entire week,
except for battery shooting,

was two Blackduck shot by
Irvin S. Cobb. One must re-

member though, that those

were the dark days for duck
shooting — the lowest ebb —
so low in fact that the Win-
chester Repeating Arms Com-
pany had come in the interest

of conservation, for the first

time, the year before — not

41>
4
%

Pa/d Quarterly

ALL TYPES OF SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

• Individual • Joint

• Corporate • Trust

Accounts insured up to $10,000

un^l S^)€i4t fjdMoeiadit^ft
(Main Office)

300 East Main Street

Bay Shore, New York
Phone: Mohawk 5-6600

180 East Main Street

East Islip, New York
Phone: Juniper 1-9000

w^ith a new repeater — but
with their famous Model 2 J

double barrel shotgun.
When an inlet on the Great

South Beach opens up, sec-

tions of the meadow are bro-

ken off, swept into the bay,

and deposited at various pla-

ces in the vicinity of the

breach. When normal condi-

tions return, these pieces of

sod remain as bogs and are
used for gunning purposes.

These are natural bogs, and
some of them are large en-

ough to withstand the grad-
ual erosion, caused by ice and
storms, and perhaps exist for

a hundred years or more.
Old Inlet, opposite Bellport,

which closed about 1838, un-
doubtedly left us most of the

bogs we have today; they
were once much larger, cover-

ed with higher grass, and af-

forded better gunning points

than they do now. But what
about the numerous islands

mentioned in the Bellport Gun
Club's record, which we have
italicized in this article? The
answer is quite simple: they
were artificial bogs created by
the ingenuity and skill of

Captain Wilbur R. Corwin,
for the use of the Bellport
Gun Club.
By cutting sod out of the

meadows on the beach, de-

positing it at strategic places

on the flats, and staking it in.

Capt. Corwin created a num-
ber of highly effective shoot-

ing points, as one can tell by
reading the old records- The
'*Yorkers" who gunned them
were not professional hunters— not even hunters, som.e of
them — but when one reads
the bags of forty or fifty

Blackduck for a day on these
artificial bogs, he can only
conclude that either the points

or the men who were gunning,
were not altogether bad.

^
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lnJildlife Scinctuary at ^ohay
In addition to bathing

beaches fronting on both
ocean and bay Tobay Beach,
the most southerly bit of the
Town of Oyster Bay, boasts a
wildlife sanctuary. The dedi-
cation ceremony in October
1963 assigned the name —
Tobay Wildlife Sanctuary.
One month later and immed-
iately following the assassina-
tion of President Kennedy,
the Oyster Bay Town Board
decided to re-dedicate the
sanctuary and re-name it the
John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Memorial Wildlife Sanctuary
and to conduct the ceremony
on Sunday, December 22, 1963-
The sanctuary is worthy of
more than passing notice.

Somehow when Fire Is-

land is mentioned, the Sunken
Forest comes to mind. The
^forest' seems to be typical
Fire Island as its environment
and horticulture are repeated
over and over the length of
the Island. Likewise the wild-
life sanctuary at Tobay is tjrp-

ical Jones Beach in that its

Julian Denton Smith

face and growing things ap-
pear again and again the
length of the beach. With the
setting aside of this area at
Tobay the character of the
original beach will be pre-
served.

The sanctuary results from
the Long Island Wetlands Act
of the New York State Legis-
lature in 1959. The Town of
Oyster Bay and the Conserva-
tion Department agreed for
joint development and man-
agement of the 500 or more
acres in the vicinity of the
Guggenheim Pond, and the
two agencies in cooperation
had the sanctuary ready for
use in 1963.
The entrance to the sanc-

tuary is at the southeast cor-
ner of the Tobay Beach park-
ing field, AY^ miles east of the
Jones Beach Tower. A small
parking lot is within the sanc-
tuary about one mile west of
the entrance. Everything is

very nearly like it has always

SUUTHOYST€R»AY

^TATf^ BOAT CHANMEL

been except for a tall, two-
deck observation tower. This
is of heavy timbers and held
without vibration by 1" guy-
ing cables. The skyline of
New York City is visible from
the tower.
An old roadway, more fact-

ually an old lane of two wheel
ruts with horse footage be-
tween, wanders through the
sanctuary in a general east-
west alignment. This old lane
is the backbone of the sanc-
tuary as it had been the back-
bone of the beach for the last
several generations. It goes
back to the first days of the
life saving stations on the
beach.
No life saving station stood

on the acres of the sanctuary
but one was close by at High
Hill Beach, a mile and a half
to the west. The name was the
Zach's Inlet Coast Guard
Station. It came into existence
when Zach's Inlet broke thro-
ugh the beach about where
the East Bathhouse now
stands in the Jones Beach

TOBAV
MAP BY IRVIhtC

FEET

OSOU/TO COWTROL DtTCHES
(MAJOR ONES ONLY)

SALT MARSH

^m PiNE GROVES
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EAST HAMPTON HISTORY ^
with genealogies of 47 early East

Hampton families. 619 pages, pro-

fusely illustrated.

The families: Baker, Barns or

Barnes, Bennett, Chatfield, Conk-
lin or Conkling, Davis, Dayton.

Dibble, Dimon, Dominy, Edwards,
Field, Filer, Fithian, Gann, Gard-
iner, Gould, Hand, Hedges, Hicks,

Homan, Hopping, Huntting, Isa-

acs, Jones, King, Leek, Lester.

Loper, Miller, Mulford, Murdock.
Osborn or Osborne, Parsons.

Payne, Schellinger, Shaw, Sher-

rill, Simons, Squires, Stratton,

Strong, Talmage, Tillinghast, Top-

ping, Vail, Van Scoy.

$10 the copy

EAST HAMPTON STAR

EAST HAMPTON, L. I.
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State Park. The inlet quickly

earned the reputation of be-

ing shallow, dangerous, sv^ift

and treacherous. The life sav-

ing station v^as placed near
the inside end of the inlet at

what is now the northeast
corner of Zach's Bay.
The island between Zach's

Inlet and Jones Inlet took the

name of Short Beach in com-
parison to the length of beach
on the west-Long Beach. A
life saving station had been
established in 1878-79 on the

bay side of Short Beach and
called the Short Beach Coast
Guard Station.

The Jones Beach Coast
Guard Station went into ser-

vice in 1871-72 and located

several miles east of the later

Zach's Inlet Point. The final

home of the Jones Beach sta-

tion was the brick building on
the ocean side of the parkway
at Gilgo Beach, which build-

ing is now State Park proper-

ty and rented by the day for

picnics and outings. The build-

ing is always in danger of un-

dermining by the ocean as it

is too close to the water.

Before telephones came
into general use and were rig-

ged on the beach the most re-

liable and satisfactory means
of communication between the
three life savings stations was
by man-borne messages or
word of mouth, both a man-
to-man proposition. Flag or
lantern signals were imprac-
tical due to distance, time of

day and weather conditions.

So when one life saving sta-

tion had a shipwreck on its

hands and needed help from
another station, a man had to

be pent to ask for it.

Each station seemed to own
at least one horse and usually
two wagons. One wagon was
of a light type to carry sup-
plies and small equipment, the
other fashioned to cradle the
lifeboat. Neither of these

could be of much use in mov-
ing along the oceanfront when
the sand would be awash dur-
ing a storm or gale. The old

road or old lane formed the
link between the stations,

snow probably being the only
thing to put it out of commis-
sion.

The old lane took an eleva-

tion of a few feet above the

level of the meadows, high
enough to be above the flood-

ing water of the full wind-
blown tides. The lane ran
amid, among and around the

sand dunes. Sometimes there
were no dunes and the lane

went in a beeline across the

space. Its elevation scarcely

varied a half foot as any siz-

able incline would be difficult

in hauling a lifeboat.

The dam and blinds at the
Guggenheim Pond resulted in

the lane being soft and muddy
as it skirted alongside. Oys-
ter shells, broken b r ic k

,

chunks of concrete and solid

pieces of driftwood were
spread to harden up the soft

spots. The old lane is still in

good condition and makes its

way without much change of

route from the life saving
days. Now the tire marks of

tractors and trucks show, but
little evidence is apparent
that the machines ever bog
down due to the roadway
giving out.

A few laterals took off to-

ward the beach. These were
used to get the life saving
paraphernalia where it was
needed by the most direct

route without rolling on the
beach. One or two of these
laterals are still recognizable
and they are of the same
sturdy construction as the old

lane. The Guggenheims later

converted a lateral into the
entrance road to the lodge
from the Ocean Parkway. The
original approach to the place
had been by boardwalk from a
dock on the Great South Bay.
The dredging of the State
Boat Channel destroyed the
facility making a land ap-
proach necessary.
The Guggenheim name en-

ters the account as the family
had been the last to lease the
property for shooting pur-
poses from the Town of Oys-
ter Bay. Prior to the Guggen-
heims the property had been
leased to Judge Ingraham of
Hempstead, and before him
to Silas Eccles, also of Hemp-
stead. The brackish pond
made the area most popular
for waterfowl and provided

12
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excellent shooting. The Gug-
genheims stocked the place

for their own use and the re-

mains of the hatcheries and
pens may still be seen altho-

ugh completely overrun with
heavy underbrush.

The waterfowl and shore
birds that come to the Gug-
genheim Pond today are the

same kinds that were arriving
when the Zach's Inlet Coast
Guard Station went into oper-

ation. The land birds that fre-

quent the sanctuary have not
changed as the big flyway in

and out of New England still

follows the south shore of

Long Island and the same
kinds of birds still fly it.

There is no reason why the
flowers, trees and shrubs are
not exactly like those of the
1870s. The animals are pro-

bably descendants of the pairs
of that earlier date.

The pond attracts gulls,

terns, skimmers, loons, geese,

sandpipers and such by the

thousands, and varieties of

ducks with their cousins by
the tens of thousands. Egrets,
the ones with the plumes, and
black-crowned night heron
roost in pine trees within a
few feet of the Ocean Park-
way. Blue heron come in

flocks. They love to stand in

shallow water at the pond or

in the mosquito ditches to

dine on small fish which they
catch by quick stabs of the

bill. Louisianna heron have
been observed in the place.

They may be visitors from the
sanctuary in Jamaica Bay.

The mosquito ditches were
dug throughout the sanctuary
area about twenty-five years
ago. They have drained the

land and dried it considerably.

Where the ditches now inter-

sect the old lane plank bridges
carry the roadway across
without a change of grade.

The ditches become riley and
smell of mucky meadows after

excessively high tides and
heavy storms.
Land birds are everywhere

in the sanctuary. All one
needs to do is stand quietly

for a few minutes and watch
how quickly the birds begin
to show themselves. They soon
forget all about the watcher

Naming Of Hicksville

In the October Forum (page

231 The Devil Take The Hind-

most) Hicksville is said to be

named after Elias Hicks, the fam-

ous Quaker Minister. I think

Valentine Hicks would have been
pleased if Hicksville had been
named for his father-in-law and
not for himself, as the President

of the Long Island Rail Road.

Valentine Hicks went on religious

trips with Elias Hicks, as did Ed-

ward Hicks, our foremost primi-

tive painter and the man who
painted the Peaceable Kingdom.

Elias Hicks cousin, Edward, and

the son-in-law of Valentine, went
with Elias Hicks on various oc-

casions to the Flushing Friends

Meeting and spoke there. Inciden-

tally, this Meeting House is kept

open on Sunday afternoons for

those who desire to see this 270

year old building. There are

guides but admission is free.

John Shiel

Glen Head

For those who might be otherwise

confused: Valentine Hicks marr-

ied a Hicks.

and go about their business
without giving him a second
thought. Strays, those birds

that do not exactly belong
here, often accept the hospit-

ality of the sanctuary to the

delight and amazement of the
birdwatching fraternity.

Many acres of the sanc-

tuary are inaccessible so it is

little wonder that suddenly a

flower turns up which no one
remembers seeing here be-

fore. The seed has been car-

ried by birds or wind from
the *back country' of the sanc-

tuary. An example of such is

the blue vervain with two
large clumps growing beside

the old lane in 1963. This
plant, one of the verbenas, re-

sembles a many-branched
candelabra at the top of the

stalk six or seven feet in

height.

One of the hollies that does
not look like a holly grows in

a wide bowl-shaped depres-

sion i^^ a sand dune near the

meadows — Inkberry, Ilex

glabra. The leaves shine but
are not the shape of holly

leaves. The berries are black

and hold on all winter. The
wide depression referred to a

few sentences back is lined

with beach heather almost the

way a bird's nest is lined with
soft materials. The heather is

a marvelous soil-binder any-
where on the beach.
One of the big surprises in

the sanctuary is the bayberry.
It assumes the dimensions of

a small tree. Bayberry is gen-
erally a shrub inclined to

make thickets and tangles as

dense and impenetrable as cat

briars. But in the sanctuary
many bayberries lift up to

twelve and fifteen feet with a
trunk diameter of six and
seven inches.

Red fox and raccoons are the

largest animals in the sanc-
tuary. Good luck and careful

searching may reward with
the sight of one or the other.

To find both on the same trip

is asking too much. Mink,
weasels, muskrat, mice and
shrew are in greater numbers
than might be expected. Rab-
bits seem on the short side.

Some box turtles are reported
in the place but no one men-
tions snapping turtles around
the pond. The variety of

hawks tends to control the
population of small animals.
During winters when the
snowy owl drops down from
the Arctic, the small animals
are really set upon for this

huge bird knows all the tricks

of silent, efficient hunting
from the sky.

The intent and purpose of

the wildlife sanctuary at To-
bay is to presei've this area of
original beach with its brac-
kish pond for wildlife as well
as for the naturalist.

Note: The word TOBAY
stems from the T in Town,
in Oyster, and the whole of
Bay. In pronounciation the
TO is like one of the five

things you have on a foot —
Toe-bay.
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Writes of Van Wycks
One of your recent issues car-

ried a very interesting article on
Whitehead Hicks and Cornelius
Van Wyck by Richard MacMaster,
S. J.. As a member of the Van
Wyck family and a hobbyist in

Geneology, I have done consider-
able research on this project. I

am always on the lookout for

original or secondary sources of

information to add to my own
knowledge.

Do you have any contributors
who are knowledgeable about the
Van Wyck family? I am trying to

find out more about the original

settler, Cornelius Barentse Van
Wyck who came to Midwout
(Flatbush) circa 1664. I suspect he
was skilled and operated as a
wheelwright and blacksmith as
his family did in the Netherlands.
This belief is reinforced by the
large number of timber transac-
tions around the Prospect Park
area he entered into.

I have written a book, private
publication, which gives much
new data on the Van Wyck family
linkage to Holland which turns
out to have been much different

than Miss Anne Van Wyck sup.
posed when she wrote the family
genealogy in 1912. I gave a copy
of my work to the Long Island

Historical Society.

Philip Van Wyck
Wilton, Conn.

To Give Pleasure

Many Long Island Forum read-
ers give the magazine to friends
and relatives as a gift for birth-
days, anniversaries and other
special events. Some of our read-
ers have been receiving the maga-
zine as a thoughtful gift for 20
years or more. Several readers
give a half dozen or more sub-
scriptions during the year. One
of our favorite readers gives nine!

TRIANGLE CLEANERS
"Finest Cleaning Anywhere"
Fur Storage - Shirt Launderinr

All on Premises

B'way M Av©n PI. , Amity ville, N. Y.
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Riverhead Museum of Suffolk County Historical Society

In 1904, Father gave some
papers to the Suffolk County
Historical Society. I was in-

terested to know what they
were, and Mrs. Marion Terry
not only sent me a list of the
papers, but offered to copy
such items as I wanted. Ex-
cept for two, they were about
taxes, and I think this is an
appropriate time to talk ab-

out them.

From a document belonging
to a friend, I found that
great-great-grandfather Sel-

ah Strong was one of the nine
nominated by the President
of the United States, John
Adams, to ^'provide for the
valuation of lands and dwell-

ing houses, and the enumera-
tion of slaves." Selah Strong
had the first division of the
State of New York. Here is

the amount arrived at in this

survey, as my great-great-
grandfather set it down:

*The whole value of dwell-

ing houses $25,461,216. The
whole value of lands in the
state $73,092,516."

In 1799 he was appointed
Commissioner of Taxes by
John Jay, then Governor of

New York State. The papers
at the Suffolk County His-
torical Society had to do with
the collection of taxes in Suf-

folk County. I am including
the most interesting parts of

these papers.
The Suffolk County propor-

tion of the County charge for
the year 1746 was as follows

:

Southold 578 €36/2/6

Southampton ...578 36/2/6

Easthampton .. 430 26/17/6

Huntington ._.. 345 21/11/3

Brookhaven ___ 328 20/10

Smithtown 145 9/ 1/3

Shelter Island .. 75 4/13/9

Islip 68 4/ 5

Isle of Wight 65 4/ 1/3

Fishers Island .. 45 2/16/3

Me-iche 28 1/15

Batons Neck .... 16 1

Plumb Island __ 13 16/3

Wini Comack _ 10 12/6

2724 i^ 170/5/-

*The amount of the valua-
tion of the Real Estates in the
County of Suffolk and Queens,
as taken by the assessors un-
der the act of Congress for
the valuation of Lands and
Dwelling Houses and the
Enumeration of Slaves - 1798
in the County of Suffolk the
Lands are
valued at 2667.029 ds
the Houses at 466.960
Total valuation..$3133.989

in the County of Queens, the
lands are valued at 3066.328
the Houses at 630.690

Total valuation .... $ 3697.018
the Lands in the Town of

Brookhaven are valued
at 532.233
the Houses at 31-285"

I don't know on what basis

'Old

^axes

a True Tale by

Kate W, Strong

they were paid, but on May
28, 1800, great-great-grand-
father paid Obadiah Havens
ten dollars and thirty cents
for the assessors of the Town
of Shelter Island. He also paid
sixty three dollars and thirty
four cents to Jn. Franks, for
the assessors of the Town of
Southold, and fifty four dol-

lars to Abraham Miller for
the assessors of the Town of
Easthampton.

The following Directions
for the Commissioner of Tax-
es were issued to Selah Str-
ong:
'The time to be appointed

for returning the assessment
must not exceed six weeks
from the date of the warrent.
The number of Assessors to

be appointed by the Commiss-
ioners in any place is not lim-

ited, but left to their discre-
tion.

*'In computing the tax to

be paid by any individual, the
Commissioner will observe
that all fractions of a cent
are to be regected, no reguard
is to be had for cents or the
last figure in the amount of
dollars in the valuation in any
case, because neither of them
will produce more than a
fraction of a cent.

*The readiest way of com-
puting the tax is by cutting
off the cents and the last fig-

ure in sum of dollars in the
valuation, and the remaining
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figures will be the amount of

the tax in cents.

*Tor example, suppose the
valuation of any persons est-

ate to be 259 dollars 50 cents,

cut off the 9.50 and the re-

maining figures 25 are the

amount of the tax in cents.

"If the value be 1259 dol-

lars, the tax v^ill be $1.25/'

The tax collectors w^ere au-
thorized to retain five cents
upon every dollar they collect-

ed, for their services.

Taxable property included
real estate, oxen, bulls and
cov^s 4 yrs. or over, horses,

mares and stallions, mules,
coaches, chariots, post chais-

es, pheatons or coaches on
steel springs, two-and four-
wheeled carriages, with or
without tops, clocks with
brass or steel works (wooden
works were tax-free), slaves

over twelve or under fifty

years old, etc.

Hull Osborn, in a letter

dated 1799, regarding tax
affairs, says: "the people of

Riverhead paid cheerfully".
(I say "hurrah!" for the
people of Riverhead ; I don't
feel the same!)

/\eader 6 ^tof^vtm

Stranding of "Lizzie"

The British steamer "Lizzie".

out of Whitby, England, bound
from New York City to London.
was stranded in dense fog at 4:40

a.m. August 1, 1879. Her cargo

was cattle, wheat and general

merchandise and her crew num-
bered 23, all told. The ship came
ashore on the south coast of Long

Island, a half-mile west of U. S.

Life Saving Station No. 12, which
was located two miles south of

Bridgehampton.

The Life Saving Station was
not manned by a crew of surfmen
at that time of year. The Keep of

the Station was alone during the

summer months. Due to no beach
patrol the Keeper did not learn

of the ship ashore until six

o'clock. He immediately summon-
ed those of his crew members
living nearby, and two volunteers

to man the surf-boat. He also pro-

cured a team of horses to haul
the boat wagon with surf-boat to

the beach close to the stranded
steamer.

The surf-boat was launched and
rowed to the "Lizzie*' which, on
boarding, the Keeper found to be
hard aground. He advised the

Captain to telegraph New York
City for a wrecking steamer to

give assistance in getting off the
beach. The Keeper and surfmen
then reentered their surf-boat,

rowed to the beach and had a

telegraph sent to New York. The
surfmen then rowed back to the
steamer and assisted in running
two anchors offshore to keep her
from working inshore, at high
water or if a heavy sea started

making up.

Towards evening the breeches

buoy and apparatus was rigged

from beach to steamer as a pre-

cautionary measure by the Life

Savers. The weather being mild

and surf smooth, with every in-

dication of remaining so, the

Keeper and crew left the scene

to return the following morning.

The next day (August 2) the

Coast Wrecking Company arrived

offshore with their wrecking
steamer and lighters and took

charge of the stranded vessel. One
hundred cattle were landed and a

part of the cargo was loaded into

lighters. The Life Saving crew
assisted all day and at high water
the following day the stranded

steamer was towed off the sand

that held her fast. She was towed
to New York City by the wreck-
ing steamer.

Master Gillings was in com-
mand of the "Lizzie". The esti-

mated value of the vessel was
$10,000. The ship was of 940 tons.

Lou Pearsall

Oceanside

Telephone
IVanhoe 1-8290-7909

LESTER MALM
LAND SURVEYOR

FORMERLY REILLY St MALM
447 HEMPSTEAD AVENUE
WEST HEMPSTEAD. N. Y.

JOHN E- NICHOLSON
President

WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON
Vice President

Nicholson & Galloway
Established 1849

Roofing and Waterproofing
Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof
leaks in schools, churches, banks, uublic buiidinsrst etc.

101 PARK AVE., NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

New York City Brookville, L. I.

MU 5-6677-6678 ORiole 1-3900

"Ship Ashore" In Recent Times

BAYSIDE FEDERAL SAVINGS
and Loan Association

THREE OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
GLEN OAKS — BAYSIDE — WINDSOR PARK

FT 7-7800 BA 9-2700 HO 8-7800

Highest Dividends Consistent
With Safety

Compounded Quarterly
MEMBER:

Federal Home Loan Bank System
Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corp.
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THE LEAST LIKELY ONE by
Alonzo Gibbs. Lothrop Lee and
Shephard Co., Inc. New York.

$3.50

ALONZO GIBBS second novel is

for the young in heart. It is a

delightful picaresque tale of the

adventures and love of a young
poet and fowler, Harry Pike, who
traps birds for his father's pet

shop. In his wanderings he falls

in with a prizefighter, rescues an

old fowler friend from death and

meets his love, the beautiful

Oriana.

Stephen Foster comes to life in

the story as does James Gordon
Bennet, the great editor. Their

appearance lends realism to a

romantic tale but THE LEAST
LIKELY ONE does not pretend

to be an historical novel as did

Gibb's THE FIELDS BREATHE
SWEET.

It is a real pleasure to read and
become absorbed in a finely

written, pleasant story about

happy and normal people. We
don't mean to imply that all is

sweetness and light, the charact-

ers have their troubles, real ones,

but the author doesn't reach for

absurd or abnormal situations. If

in one's novel reading, one looks

for books that dwell on sex vio-

lence and depravity this is not

the book for him. Though these

ingredients seem to be often ac-

cepted as necessary for the suc-

cess of a modern book, Alonzo
Gibbs has disproven this with the

popularity of his first novel and
we believe he will find success

again with THE LEAST LIKELY
ONE.
The setting is not Long Island

this time. It is rather the sur-

rounding countryside of New
Jersey and Pennsylvania. Of

For outstanding places to dine

—see the back page of the Forum
tvery month.

course when we quote we choose

a passage about Long Island. For
example:

"Morning touched Montauk
Point and lengthened out across

the sandy dunes and plains of

Long Island until it lit Brooklyn
with its numerous Church steep-

les, its farmlands, its factories and
stores."

A NEW EDITION of the SUF-
FOLK COUNTY CATALOG has

been published with all sorts of

facts and figures about population,

industry, churches, schools and
what not. Published by the Suf-

folk County Planning Board, it

is a very helpful softbound, offset-

printed compendium. What would
you like to know about Suffolk?

that it was made a county in

1683? that it is one of the fastest

if not the fastest growing county
in the U. S. as far as population

is concerned? Or, by any chance

are you interested in distances?

Whether you are or not we'll tell

you what we learned from the

CATALOG; that the distance

from Montauk Point to Cold

Spring Harbor is ninety-nine

miles! — C. J. M.

WHY GO ELSEWHERE
Based on current earnings we anticipate pacing these rates

beginning JULY 1, 1964

INSTALLMENT
SAVINGS

5%
Member

Federal Savings

and Loan
Insurance Corp.

INCOME
SAVINQS

4
.30%

Smvlncs made by the

10th of any menth
earn dWldends as mt

the first of the

month.

REGULAR
SAVINGS

Per Annum 4
.30

SAVE-BY-MAIL . We Pay Postage Both Ways

WE
HAVE MORTGAGE MONEY!

at prevailing

rates . . •

COLUMBIA SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

As Near to You as Your Telephone

Forest Hills Office Amityville Office
CONTINENTAL AVE. BROADWAY

At Austin St. At Union Ave.

BO 3-7500 MY 1-0555

Main Office
JAMAICA AVE.
At Woodhaven Blvd.

VI 7-7041

MORTGAGE LOANS - PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT LOANS
CHRISTMAS CLUB - SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES AVAILABLE

For the Convenience of our Nassau, Suffolk residents Phone IV 1-9550

Hours: Monday 9 a.m. lo 3 p.m. — 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tuesday to Friday — 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Amityville Hours: Monday to Thursday 9 a.m. to 3 p,m.
Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.— 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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August Belmont

Trolleys To Belmont
Having just read Mr. Winsche's

interesting "Echoes of Belmont
Park", may I add a few words on
the transportation story.

The Belmont Park terminal of

the LIRR had four tracks for

electric trains on its south side

equipped with car-floor-level plat-

forms. North of these electric

tracks (equipped with third rail)

were the tracks for steam trains

without third rail. The platforms

were at ground level, requiring

passengers to climb the usual

steps to the car platform. This was
necessary because not all of the

steam coaches had trap doors on
the platforms. The electric trains

came from Brooklyn, the steam
trains from Long Island City. All

passengers from Manhattan and
the Bronx used the steam trains

in the beginning, as it was not

until May 1908 that the subway
was completed to Flatbush and
Atlantic Aves. in Brooklyn, after

which date passengers from Man-

hattan had the choice of steam or

electric trains to reach the Park.

After leaving the trains, the

passengers descended stairs to a

pedestrian tunnel, which extend-
ed under all the tracks and under
the highway into the Park, thus

relieving passengers of the dan-
gers of crossing the Hempstead
Turnpike.

Subsequent to September 1910,

Race Track Special trains were
operated from Pennsylvania sta-

tion in Manhattan, after which
the use of steam trains must have
been almost, if not completely,

discontinued. In the beginning,

there seems to have been a daily

"common carrier'' service oper-

ated from Belmont Park to

Brooklyn. These trips were ex-

tensions of the Queens local

trains. The 1911 and 1912 Em-
ployees timetables show trains

leaving Belmont Park at 10:16 am
and 4:51 p.m. In the 1913 time-

table they had disappeared and
must have been discontinued.

These trains may have been in

the nature of franchise trains and
may or may not have been shown
on public timetables. No doubt
poor patronage prompted their "^
cessation. They ran every week-
day all year, but not on Sundays
or holidays on which Sunday
schedule was operated. After that

the only use made of the branch
other than for race track special

trains was that the Queens locals

laid up between trips on the

curve off the main line and some
electric trains were stored there.

Belmont Park was also well

served by trolleys. The New York
and Long Island Traction cars

from Hempstead carried very few
racegoers but the Long Island

Electric trolleys (do not confuse
with electric trains of Long Is-

land RR) carried thousands of

race fans from Jamaica to the

Park, necessitating many extra

trips of the trolleys. Some may
even have come from Far Rock.
away on this line, as it was cer-

tainly much cheaper and probably
almost as quick as the roundabout
route of the Railroad from Far
Rockaway to the Park. After

1918, many fans came from
Brooklyn on the elevated to Jam- ^
aica and took the trolley to the

^^
Park. Since both the Interborough
Rapid Transit and the Long Is

land RR had a half interest in the

trolley lines and August Belmont
was a Director of both companies
he had a great deal to say about
the trolley service.

August Belmont was a member
of St. George's Episcopal Church
in Hempstead. He offered the use

of Belmont Park gratis for St.

George's Annual Sunday School
Picnic. On the day of the picnic,

the eager youngsters crowded
about three special trolleys sta-

tioned at the trolley junction at

Front and Main Sts., just across

Main St. from the Church. One
suspects that Mr. Belmont may
have provided the trolleys gratis,

too. At any rate, the author board-
ed one of the cars over 50 years

ago expecting a fast non-stop trip

to the Park. Alas, there were no
stops - but the three special cars

followed one of the regular cars

and had to go slowly so as not to

bump into the regular car which
was making stops to pick up pass-

engers all the way. After enjoying _^
Please turn to page 24
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Leading Real Estate Brokers
Babylon Hunjdngton

CHARLES F PFEIFLE
Realtor - Appraiser

185 West Main Street

Babylon, New York

516 - MOhawk 9-0644

Riverhead

INSURANCE

Francis Garvey, Robert Snyder
Babylon MOhawk I-3600

East Hampton

Realtor
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
(Rates: 10c per word, minimum
20 words or $2. Additional con-

secutive insertions, same copy, 5c

per word. Copy must be received

with casii or check by 10th. of

month preceding following issue.

Charges accepted from subscrib-

ers but 15c billing charge will be

made.)

WANTED: old carriage letter-

heads, billheads, broadsides, for

information about L. I. Carriage

makers. Jane des Grange, Suffolk

Museum, Stony Brook, L. I.

WANTED TO BU^. Anything per-
taining to Long Island history.
Books, documents, letters, pic-
tures, paintings, phamphlets, post-
ers. Early local telephone direc-
tories, map and L. L newspapers.
Geneological material on early
L. I., families. L.I.R.R., material.
Old catalogs of L. I. establish-
ments, etc. Long Island Trading
Co,, Inc. Route 25A, Stony Brook,
N. Y. Telephone: Area Code, 516.
751-0117. tf-2

DESCRIPTION of private and
family cemeteries in the Borough
of Queens, compiled by the Topo-
graphical Bureau and edited by
A. H. Meigs. 1932. $2.00 per copy.

Apply: Queens Borough Public
Library. Long Island Collection.

89-14 Parsons Blvd., Jamaica 32,

N. Y.

WANTED TO BUY. Old Stamps,
stamp collections, old envelopes,

old correspondence. High prices

paid. Immediate spot cash. Box
341, Huntington. tf-2

For Local year 'round news of

your friends and activities on the
South Fork of Long Island, Sub-
scribe to: The Hampton Chronicle,

Westhampton Beach

$4.00 per year

The Hampton Bays News,
Hampton Bays, $3.50 per year

The Southampton Press,

Southampton, N. Y. $4.00 per year

Property on Long Island is be-

coming increasingly sought after

by almost everybody, it seems.

If you are interested why not

consult the real estate brokers

advertising in the Forum?
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WANTED: History of Long Is-

land City by Kelsey (1896). State

price and condition. Grafton,

3058 45th St., Long Island City,

N. Y.

FOR SALE — 'The Long Island

Railroad, Part II, by Vincent Sey-
tried. Price $5.00 postpaid. Char-
les J. McDermott. Box 1267,

Westhampton Beach, N. Y.

PLACE NAMES in the Town of

Smithtown, compiled from the
Richard H. Handiey Collection of

Long Island Americana by Rufus
B. Langhans, The Smithtown
Library, Smithtown, New York.
Price $1.00.

FOR SALE. The History of Smith-
town by John Lawrence Smith.
Published by the Smithtown
Historical Society. Reprinted
from Munsell's History of Suffolk
County, 1882 $5.14 postpaid, P.

O. Box 69, Smithtown, N. Y. Also
available at the Little Gift Shop,
Landing Avenue, Smithtown.

GUNS
WANTED — for my collection.

Old guns, pistols, powder horns,

bullet moulds, swords or cannon
barrels. Indian arrow heads. Li-

censed dealer for modern guns
and ammunition. RICHARD G.

HENDRICKSON, Lumber Lane,
Bridgehampton, N. Y. Telephone
BRidgehampton 2-0893. tf-2

Beautiful Estate - Soulhold
BRICK COLONIAL House. Cen-
tral Hall. Large rooms. Needs
some repair. 5 bedrooms, 2 baths.

Approximately 3 acres. 300 feet

of dredged canal (not yet com-
pleted.) Use of 1,000 feet private
beach on Southold Bay. Offered
at $60,000. Terms. Dickerson
Agency, Main St., Southold.
Phone 516 SO 5-3234. Evenings
3085.

COMPLETE CIVIL WAR RE-
CORD of any Union soldier $5.

Historical and genealogical re-

search undertaken. Richard Mac
Master. 149-40 Beech Avenue,
Flushing, N. Y.

FOR SALE. Long Island Forum,
1945-55. complete with some dup-
licates, 1940 half year. Mr. Charles
A. Hewlett, 26 Centre Street.

Woodmere, N. Y.

PIANOS TUNED, repaired, regu_

lated and rebuilt. Call Joseph La
Fata. JU 8-1909, 97 Lakewood
Ave, Ronkonkoma

THE SMITHTOWN NEWS for

many years has featured Long
Island History in its columns.
*'News of Long Ago," by Virginia

Eckels Malone. Write for sample
copy. Box 515, Smithtown, N. Y.

FOR ALL THE NEWS of Eastern
Long Island read the NEWS-
REVIEW. Subscribe Today P. O.
Box 720, Riverhead, N. Y.

Authentic New England manu-
script documents for sale. Pre-1875;

suitable for framing, $3 each, or

four for $10. Send postal money
order only. Wanted: old coins.

Write Walter Kunz, Jr., Box 185,

Farmingdale, New York. tf-2

STILL AVAILABLE — a few
copies of Miss Frances Irvin's

"Oyster Bay in History.*' Price,

$15. Oyster Bay Historical Society,

Oyster Bay, N. Y.

COMPLETE NEWS of Sayville

and vicinity and provocative com-
ment is found in The Suffolk

County News, national and state

award - winning newspaper. 23

Candee Avenue, Sayville. SAy-
ville 4-6200. tf

"LONG ISLAND WHALERS" by
Paul Bailey, pamphlet, illustrated.

For sale at $1.00. Write Mrs. Paul
Bailey, Box 805, Amityville, N. Y,

FOR ALL the News of Hunting
ton Township subscribe to the
Long Islander, New York Slate's

leading weekly newspaper. 313
Main Street, Huntington, L. I.

Hamilton 7-4000. tf

THE EARLY Years in Brook-
haven Town, 40 page booklet with
36 pictures of historical places and
early history of eastern Long Is-

land and Brookhaven Town. Price
$1.00 postpaid. Thomas R. Bayles,
Middle Island, N. Y.

PICTORIAL HISTORY of the
Moriches by August Stout, Jr. By
mail $3.00. Write P. O. Box 1241.

Center Moriches, New York, 11934

"ECHOES OF BELMONT PARK."
fascinating account of Long Is

land's famous race track. $1.00

postpaid. Richard Winsche, 95-02

239th St., Bellrose, N. Y. - t6
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^hitefield Influenced Indians
Hilda M. Turner

George Whitefield, the dy-
namic English religious lead-

er, made evangelizing tours
not only in England but also

Ireland and Scotland, where
his popularity was unbound-
ed. Between the years 1738 to

1770 (Whitefield died in

Westburyport, Mass. on Sept-

ember 3rd, 1770) he made
seven trips to America. In

1736 John and Charles Wes-
ley (Methodist) invited him
to go to Georgia with them as

a missionary to the Indians
living there, through the au-
spices of the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel.
Unfortunately, this mission
was found '*to be impracticle/'

However, there is no question
that George Whitefield and
other preachers influenced

several Long Island and Con-
necticut Indians who so right-

fully found a place in our ear-
ly history.

Cockenoe-de-Island of the
Montauks was captured when
a young lad by the Connecti-
cut Pequot Indians, taken to

Massachusetts, ransomed and
later became a servant to Mr.
Richard Callicott of Dor-
chester, Conn. Reverend John
Eliot called this Indian '*in-

genius," for he taught him the
Indian language, learned to

speak English fluently, be-

came an interpreter, transla-
tor and surveyor. In fact, all

important Indian deeds per-
taining to land on Long Is-

land bear his name and he
acted as interpreter in Indian
matters as far distant as

Albany, N. Y.
In 1644 Cockenoe returned

to Long Island, translated re-

ligious works for Reverend
Thomas James, East Hamp-
ton's first minister, and ac-

complished much missionary
work among his own people.

He married Quashawan, sis-

ter of Sachem's Wyandanch,
Nowendonah and Poggaticut;
also Monoweta of the Corcha-
gue tribe. Cockenoe and his

wife made their home with

the Shinnecocks and when
Shinnecock Sachem Nowen-
donah died (1667) his sister,

Quashawan, became Sunck
Squaw (Woman Sachem) and
ruled the tribe well. All avail-

able history gives the Shinne-
cocks a fine reputation, but
there is no question that Cock-
enoe, who was made Saga-
more (next in rank to Sach-
em) did much to develop the
tribe's understanding of self-

government and encouraged
them to learn the language
and customs of the white
man.

Another outstanding Long
Island Indian was Peter John
Cuffee, who was born at Hay
Ground, near Bridgehampton,
around 1714, and was con-

verted during George White-
field's "Great Awakening" in

1744. Peter John Cuffee est-

ablished churches at Wading
River, Poosepatuck and Islip.

was *'an excellent preacher,
organizer and leader." His
work among his own people
was a big help to the first

appointed Indian missionary.
Reverend Azariah Horton, a

Yale graduate, who for ten or

more years travelled from
Rockaway to Montauk, win-
ter and summer, not only pre-

aching but caring for the

Indians, living with them and
sharing their hardships. The

first Indian schools at Poose-
patuck and Shinnecock Reser-
vations were established by
Azariah Horton- Although
often discouraged, his diary
repeatedly referred to his

**dear people at Shinnecock"

"As grand as Cuffee" (a

measurement standard of

character) was an expression
commonly heard years ago in

old Long Island. It must have
meant much to Peter John
Cuffee for it referred to his

grandson, Paul Cuffee, Indian
preacher of the Shinnecocks,
ordained as a Congregational
minister in 1790. He, as well

as his grandfather, was a

religious leader, but Paul led

not only his own people, be-

cause many whites travelled

all the way from Brooklyn
and other parts of the island

by coach so that they could
hear him. Dr. Lyman Beecher
of East Hampton and many
other white clergymen were
impressed with his ability and
were his friends. Few Indian
graves are marked, but when
you see a white-fenced grave
with a dark red monument,
near Canoe Place in Hampton
Bays, you will know this

landmark is a tribute by the
New York State Missionary
Society to a local Indian who
welcomed the privilege of a
white man's education and
made good use of it — the
Reverend Paul Cuffee.

Dartmouth College had its

'*start in life" thanks to the
charm and eloquence of an
Indian named Samson Occum
and here is the story. In 1723
Samson Occum was born in a

wigwam near Uncas Hill,

Montville, Conn. Sarah his

mother, claimed to be a des-

cendant of Uncas, the Mohe-
oan chieftain.

When Samson was seven-
teen he started listening to

the convincing English evan-
gelist, George Whitefield,

which caused **the tap on his

shoulder." He became so

fired with the urge to get a

religious education that two
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years later he went to the
home of Reverend Dr. Whee-
lock at Lebanon, Conn., seek-
ing his aid. During the four
years he remained there he
made good progress in Eng-
lish, Latin and Greek, and
was learning Hebrew when ill

health forced him to give up
his formal studies. However,
he studied when able and
taught school at New London
for a short time.

The Missionary Board in

New York was seeking a
schoolmaster for the Indian
School at Montauk, and Sam-
son Occum was recommended.
This started his life at the
eastern end of Long Island
and in 1751 he married Mary
Fowler, whose paternal
grandmother was the great
granddaughter of Montauk
Sachem Wyandanch. In 1759
Occum was ordained as a
Presbyterian minister by his
friend. Reverend Dr. Buell of
East Hampton, in recognition
of his pastoral work at the
Indian churches at Montauk,
Poosepatuck and Shinnecock.

Cecum's life was a busy
one, but the compensation was
meager. In 1765 a new world
opened up to him when the
Presbytery decided to send

him to England, together
with the Reverend Nathaniel
Whitaker, in a endeavor to
raise funds for Dr. Whee-
lock's Indian School at Leba-
non, Conn. George Whitefield
was in England at this time

your savings earn interest

from day of deposit

AT THE

RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK

93 Years of Service to

savers and homeowners

RIVERHEAD, N. Y. PArk 7-3600

and encouraged and tutored
Samson Occum. Little wonder
his native charm and elo-

quence, coupled with his dig-
nified manner, captivated the "^
British people who flocked to

hear him. This was no **f-a-d"

(for a day) interest.

Samson Occum preached
more than 300 sermons to a
great congregation during the
three years he remained in

England, and was thrilled to

speak in the church that had
been built especially for Geo-
rge Whitefield — the man
who had changed his life. He
was accepted by the **upper
class" of English society and
through the Earl of Dart-
mouth met King George III,

who was impressed with him,
making a personal contribu
tion to the fund for the Ind-
ian School at Lebanon, Conn.

While Samson Cecum had
met with great success in his
mission to establish an Amer-
ican College for Indians, he
was met with two heartbreak-
ing disappointments when
reaching home. The one— the
absolute disinterest of his
family in his dedicated life, ^
for as he went forward in in-

telligence and refinement his
wife and children went back-
ward into a shiftless and
nomadic Indian way of life.

This seems strange because
his wife's brothers, Jacob and
David Fowler, were both out-
standing persons. (Jacob was
a Congregational minister
and served in the Continental
Congress.)

Samson Cecum's other dis-

appointment was that his
"dream" of the enlargement
of the Lebanon School for
Indians was crushed. Dr.
Wheelock insisted upon the
school being moved to New
Hampshire and later it be-
came known as Dartmouth
College. No mention even of
a post there for the man who
had worked so zealously for
its development; however the
college continues to honor
Cecum's request that a num-
ber of Indians be admitted
each year, and displays a life-

sized portrait of Samson Cc- ^
cum in his clerical robe.
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and into th

AUTOMATIC
DRYER!

Soggy snowsuits, mufflers and mittens go nghl back out to play, when

you have a convenient automatic dryer. And every washday, you're

sure of soft, fluffy clothes, weather-or-not! With a dryer, you save steps

lugging heavy baskets, plus pin-up time. What's more—many dryer-

dried things need no ironing; others, just a touch. It adds up to more

happy time to care for the family, thanks to an economical dryer that

runs ... on Dm monev!

WINTERPROOF YOUR WASHDAY-WITH A DRYER!
For the dryer you want—gas or electric—see your local LILCO Authorized Appliance Dealer.

fWm ISLAND UGHWG
AN IMViSTOtl'OWMia, TAXPAYW9 COHtPANt
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RESTAURANT
CATERING HALL
MARINE STATION

122 Ocean Avenue
Bay Shore, N. Y.

MO 5-3677

CARL ABENDROTH, Prop.

Willie and Herman'*"

La Grange
Montauk Hirhway East of Babylon

Luncheons - Dinners

Large New Banquet Hall

Tel. MOhawk 9-9800

On The North Shore It's The

CHINA ISLAND
COCKTAIL LOUNGE
Air Conditioned

Serving Exotic Chinese Food
Open Daily Orders to take out

FOrest 8-3990

JERICHO TURNPIKE
at

Commack Shopping Center
Member Diner's Club and

American Express

Continued from page 18

the picnic on the beautiful lawns
of the Park, in the afternoon the

same three cars were waiting to

take us back safely to Hempstead.
A free ride on the trolley was a

great treat for the youngsters.

These happy days of fast and
comfortable transportation, even
tho a bit crowded at times, con-

trast strangely with the latter

years of operation when monu-
mental traffic jams caused by
autos headed for the Park backed
up traffic for several miles in

either direction, so that it took
longer to reach the Park from
Bellaire than it did from Hemp-
stead or Jamaica in the old days,

or even from Brooklyn if one
used the trains.

Felix E. Reifschneider

Property on Long Island is be-

coming increasingly sought after

by almost everybody, it seems.

If you are interested why not

consult the real estate brokers

advertising in the Forum?

STERN'S
Pickle Products, Inc.

Farmingdale, N. Y.

CHapel 9-0248

Complete Line of Condiments lor the
Hotel and Restaurant Trade

Prompt Deliveries. Quality Since 1190

Factory Conveniently Located at

FarmiBvdalt

GIL CLARK'S
Maple Avenue Fish House

L L's FAMOUS
OYSTER and CLAM

BAR
Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore

Marraret E. Clark Gilbert M. Clark

Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551

For the Sea Food
Connoisseur It's

SNAPPER
INN

on Connelquol River
OAKDALE

Phone LT 9-0248

CLOSED MONDAYS

RELAX AND DINE
In Historical Surroundings

The North Shore's

Beautiful and Scenic

THREE VILLAGE INN
Overnight Accommodations

Prirate Parties — Cocktails

Open Every Day

Reservations Advised

Phone STon7 Brook 7-0555

SOMETHING NEW
by special request

In addition to the regular subscription of $3 a year, the LONG ISLAND
FORUM is now pleased to offer a new PATRON'S SUBSCRIPTION.
This is a double subscription which includes the regular monthly copies,
plus a handsome bound volume of the 12 issues at the end of the yea/r.

The Patron's Subscription is especially suitable for libraries, professional
people and those who pass along their copies, or have them ''wore ouf\
but desire a bound set for permanent reference.

The Patrons Subscription Is $12

LONG ISLAND FORUM, Post Office Box 215, West Islip, N. Y.
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